Costa’s Questions 
Georgia Studies - Navarra
	Level of Thinking
	Question Words
	Verbs

	Level 1 (Text Explicit)

Readers can point to one correct answer right in the text.  
	Who?

What?

How?

Where?

When?

Is?

Did?  Does?  
	Define               
Describe          
Identify

List

Name

Recite/Repeat

Label/Match/Group

	Level 2 (Text Implicit)

Readers infer answers from what the text implicitly states, finding answers in several places in the text.    
	Why?

How does… 

How are…alike?

How are…different? 

If…when?


	Compare and contrast

Analyze 

Draw/Illustrate

Group/Categorize 

Organize

Infer

Sequence

	Level 3 (Experience Based)

Readers think beyond what the text states.  Answers are based on reader’s prior knowledge/experience and will vary.  


	What might happen if…?

Was…explain.  

Which…why?

How would you feel?
	Apply

Evaluate

Imagine

Judge

Predict

Speculate


Examples:  
Costa’s Questions – Level 1

	Question types
	Examples

	Define
	What is the definition of an estuary?

	Describe
	Describe the physical geography of the Piedmont region of Georgia?

	Identify
	Identify the states that seceded from the Union to form the Confederacy.

	List
	List the thirteen original colonies.

	Name
	Name the Five Civilized Tribes of the southeastern region and give an example of why they were considered “civilized.”

	Recite/Repeat
	Recite the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution.  

	Label
	Label the diagram…map…drawing…

	Match
	Match the historical figure with their description.  


Costa’s Questions – Level 2

	Question Types
	Examples

	Compare/Contrast
	Compare and contrast the viewpoints of the North and the South during the Civil War.  

	Contrast
	During the American Revolution, how did the loyalists (Tories) and the patriots differ in their attitudes toward Great Britain.  

	Sequence
	Place the following key battles of the Revolutionary War in chronological order.  

	Group/Categorize/Organize
	Examine the following disputes and violations and group/organize by whether they are a civil or criminal case.    

	Infer
	Based upon what you know about the four prehistoric cultures, what technological developments led to these early civilizations living in permanent settlements.  

	Analyze
	Analyze the differences in resources between the North and South during the Civil War and what impact these differences had upon the outcome.  

	Synthesize
	How does the term “manifest destiny” capture the essence of western expansion of the United States?  

	Draw/Illustrate/Diagram
	Draw/illustrate Hernando de Soto’s path through the South.  


Costa’s Questions – Level 3

	Question Types
	Examples

	Apply a principle
	When looking at the different points of view regarding racial equality between Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois, how would these principles be applied in a real-life situation.  

	Evaluate
	Was the argument for Indian removal effective?  Explain why or why not.  

	Judge
	When looking to the past, and considering the treatment of African Americans and Native Americans; who do you think suffered the most and why.    

	Predict
	Predict how Oglethorpe might have reacted and what he might have done if Tomochichi had not been friendly and open to Georgia settlement.   

	Speculate
	Speculate as to how your community would change if some of the laws were not in place.  

	Imagine
	Imagine you were one of the original settlers in the Georgia colony.  How would you feel?  


