8th Grade Georgia Studies Syllabus
Palmer Middle School
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                  Advanced Content/On Level Classes
Instructor:  Mr. Larry Whitten
                    E-mail Address:  larry.whitten@cobbk12.org (preferred)

        Voicemail:  (770) 591-5020, X-474
School Blog:  access via the Palmer home page – faculty – 8th grade - Whitten 
Textbook/CD Rom:   Georgia and the American Experience ($49.95/$10.00)
Narrative Overview:  Eighth grade students will study the history, geography, political structures, and economics of Georgia.   U. S. historical events will be examined and analyzed to ensure students understand Georgia’s role in the history of the United States.  Geography objectives will focus on the impact of location, climate, physical characteristics, natural resources, and modes of transportation on Georgia’s development..  Students will take an active role in learning their responsibilities as Georgia citizens by developing and enhancing their fundamental understanding of the branches and levels of Georgia’s government.  The study of economics will be interwoven throughout the entire year from the early founding of Georgia to the economic factors affecting Georgia today.  
Course Outline:  

· First 9 Weeks:  
Georgia’s Beginnings
                               
Georgia’s Colonization
                               
Revolution in Georgia
· Second 9 Weeks:  
Foundations of Government in Georgia 
                                      
The Legislative Branch in Georgia 




The Executive Branch in Georgia 




The Judicial Branch in Georgia





Local Government in Georgia

W I N T E R    B R E A K

· Third 9 Weeks:
Georgia in a Divided Nation 
Developing National Identities                

· Fourth 9 Weeks:
Depression and World Conflict
                                 
Societal and Technological Growth
Methods of Instruction:  
· Performance-Based Learning:  The performance-based classroom is a standards-based, active learning environment which helps students develop their understanding of social studies concepts through application of skills, effective collaboration, research, and thoughtful dialogue.     
· Cornell Notes:   Preferred method for note-taking.   
· AVID/CRISS/Various other high-yield reading and writing strategies:  These strategies help students develop higher levels of comprehension of subject-area reading material.  They are designed to actively engage the reader by activating background knowledge, organizing information, and creating opportunities to talk and write about what they are learning.     

Grading Procedures:

     All grades reflect mastery of the Georgia Performance Standards and are either formative or summative in nature.  Formative assessments include various classwork and homework assignments designed to check student progress. Summative assessments include tests, projects, quizzes, and performance tasks.  
 Grading Weights:

                         
Grading Scale:


   
      Summative Assessments:  


   90 – 100%      A

     Tests/Projects 

 40%


   80 – 89%        B
     Quizzes:   

 30%


   74 - 79%        C
     Performance Tasks:  
 20%

               70 – 73%        D
 Formative Assessments:  
 10%


   69 or below     F
Course Expectations:  
· Assignments will be posted on the school blog.  It is the student’s responsibility to complete all assignments missed during any absence.  The student may check the make-up binder located in the classroom upon their return or access the blog for missed assignments.  Work should be completed based on the district policy for making up work when absent.   

· Assignments are expected to be completed and turned in on time.  Late work will result in a deduction of 10 points for each day late – up to two days.  After two days, only half credit can be earned.  Assignments will not be accepted after a particular unit of study has been completed.      
· Write homework assignments in your agenda each day and/or check Mr. Whitten’s blog.
· Students are expected to keep materials organized in a social studies binder, or dedicate a section in a larger binder exclusively to social studies.  Your goal is to maintain course information in a comprehensive and organized fashion. 
· Students should always come to class with necessary supplies.  
· Students are encouraged to ask questions and participate in discussions.
· Students are expected to follow the Eighth Grade Behavior Management Plan.     
· Please…”water only” to drink.
Advanced Content Classes Only:

The curriculum and instructional strategies for this course are differentiated in content, pacing, process skills emphasis, and expectation of student outcomes from the typical Georgia Studies course. Curriculum content has been designed for mastery and extension of state and district performance standards. The course is appropriate for students who have high achievement and interest in social studies. The district has established criteria and guidelines to identify students who will be successful with the advanced curriculum offered in science. Students were placed in this class according to specified indicators of demonstrated exceptional ability and motivation. Students must meet continuation criteria to remain in the class.  They must maintain a B average.  If students earn below 80 in a nine week grading period they will be placed on probation.  If students earn below an 80 in 2 nine week periods they will be discontinued from this Advanced Content class and placed in a regular education class as scheduling permits 

                                    A copy of this syllabus is available on Mr. Whitten’s blog.
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