Government Study Guide Part 1a
	Political Systems Vocabulary
	

	Government
	the people and groups within a society that have the authority to make laws, make sure they are carried out, and to settle disagreements about the laws

	Governmental Structure
	how a country’s government is set up. (example levels and branches)

	Political Process
	legal activities through which a citizen influences public policy


	Citizens’ rights
	

	Autocratic
	a country or nation that is governed by a single person with unlimited power

	Oligarchy
	A government in which a few powerful (usually rich!) individuals or families rule


	Democratic

	A government that allows its people to have equal rights

	Distribution of power

	

	Federal System
	Different  LEVELS of gov’t including the federal level, state level, and local levels share the distribution of power

**The power to make laws and decisions for the people is shared between central government and states**

	Government Branches
	Executive: enforces laws

Legislative:  makes the laws (cameral, and bi-cameral)

 Judicial:  interprets laws, decides if laws agrees with the U.S. constitution

	Confederation
	individual states make their own laws and decisions and are loosely aligned to a weak 

central government

	Unitary
	central government has all the power to make laws and decisions for the people

	Forms of Democratic Governments
	

	Democracy (presidential)
	A government that receives its power from the people

	Parliamentary Republic
	A republic whose head of government, usually a Prime Minister, is the leader of the political party that has the most members in Parliament


